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1. FIRM´s General Assembly 

FIRM´s Secretary already asked for a possible meeting frame for the 2020 General 
Assembly. So far Friday 11th of September, during Automechanika exhibition in Frankfurt 
between 16:00hrs and 18:00hrs p.m. would be the best choice. So please note that date, 
Secretariat will soon publish the location 

 



2. Corona Virus affects the branch 
WERC already made a quick survey how much the Corona Crisis impact is. At this stage the 
shops are open and busy but with limited access to public visitors and split shift operation to 
avoid too much employees in one place. Let me cite Joe Kripli in his last “APRA Latest 
News”: “Remanufacturers are clever, craftsmen, smart, thinkers, visionaries, who get the job 
done because we have to think outside the “box”. Already I have heard of Remanufacturers 
who are measuring employee’s temperatures as they enter the building to work, this is just 
being smart, protect the employee and help the employee, because they might not know 
they have just started a slight fever. Because we are being split up with people who are 
working from home and people who must be at work to physically do the work, we need to 
think different.” 
 

3. FIRM´s President visited BOVAG and FER 
In February FIRM´s President visited BOVAG in the Netherlands and FER in United 
Kingdom to discuss some strategic developments in the future, following the discussions 
with GMY in June and VMI in September 2019. In general FIRM targets to cooperate closer 
with APRA Europe´s new entity. APRA Europe has a similar structure with their a.i.s.b.l. 
registered in Brussels, so the idea is to merge both associations with gaining a lot of 
synergies and more power in European Institutions. In the next weeks there will be more 
discussion about next steps. 

 
4. Circular Economy Action Plan – European Remanufacturing Council  

The European Remanufacturing Council welcomes the publication of the Circular Economy 
Action Plan. In particular ERC supports the proposal to prioritize reuse and repair of products 
before they are ultimately destroyed for material recycling and disposal. Evidence provided 
by UNEP in an international study led by Professor Nabil Nasr demonstrates that the CO2 
emissions from most product life cycles can be up to 98% lower when the product is 
designed to be returned for an industrial-scale value retention process such as 
remanufacturing, refurbishment, reconditioning, maintenance and overhaul. A white paper, 
“Better Than New” (see annex 2), developed in 2019 by the Council in collaboration with the 
Ellen MacArthur Foundation and setting out recommendations for CO2 reduction is 
appended to this submission. Many products, especially but not exclusively electrical and 
electronic products, contain very small quantities of highly functional raw materials, the 
economic value of which is so low that they are unrecoverable from the ferrous and non-
ferrous material recycling processes at end of life. By extending the life of components and 
products, this permanent loss of many functional raw materials, often used in alloys, can be 
slowed. Linking the plan with the forthcoming industrial strategy is welcome. Existing 
remanufacturing activities in the EU are valued at €30 billion, representing only 2% of the 
equivalent manufactured sales. However, it is the potential for this activity to increase that 
makes it relevant to the industrial strategy. The EU is well positioned to be home to large-
scale regional centers for industrial-scale remanufacturing because of the size of its regional 
market for used products.  If such a target/development were accompanied by a review of 
existing regulations to remove regulatory uncertainty, many more consumer and business 
products could see their working lives extended. industry 4.0 technologies are being used to 
enable this improved product life cycle: “digital twin” techniques, additive engineering, robotic 
disassembly and in-use data monitoring are already in evidence amongst our membership 
companies. The circular economy will be an important element of a higher value, innovation-
led growth economy for Europe in which net zero carbon emissions can be achieved. We 
look forward to supporting and contributing to the proposed “series of initiatives along the life 
cycle of products”. 
 
 



 
5. Rhenoy signs Letter for acquisition of MRT Engines, Bols Motoren and MRT Polska 

January 22nd 2020, Nick van Kessel on behalf of the Rhenoy Group and Johan van Gerven 
on behalf of MRT signed a Letter of intent for the 100% acquisition of MRT Engines BV, Bols 
Motoren BV and MRT Polska Sp. Z o.o.. MRT Engines BV has been specialized in 
remanufacturing combustion engines and cylinder heads for more than 30 years. From its 
headquarters in Veghel, MRT Engines BV and Bols Motoren BV supply a wide range of 
exchange engines throughout Europe and is market leader in this field. MRT Engines BV is 
supported by its production site in Starachowiche, Poland. 90 employees work daily on the 
best remanufactured product that the market has to offer. The Rhenoy group with its origins 
in car dismantling has grown into a supplier of alternative car parts from all facets within the 
circular economy. As a recycling partner of insurance companies and car manufacturers, 
Rhenoy supplies used, remanufactured and new original parts brought together in the 
Approved Green concept. As a result of this acquisition, MRT Engines BV will not only have 
its own remanufacturing product but also the possibility of supplying Approved Green 
products. This broadens and deepens the delivery program, a delivery program that is 
unique in Europe. Both, Rhenoy Onderdelen BV in the Benelux and MRT Engines BV in 
Europe, will implement this program. 
 

6. APRA Automechanika Partnership  
Automechanika has entered into a partnership with the International Automotive Parts 
Remanufacturers Association (APRA). According to Olaf Mußhoff, Director of 
Automechanika Frankfurt: “With APRA we have secured an expert partner that is one of the 
most important organisations in the remanufacturing sector. In a time where climate change 
and environmental protection are of such concern, the circular economy and 
remanufacturing are more important than ever.” To raise the profile of this theme at 
Automechanika Frankfurt, a green remanufacturing logo has been developed that will now 
be placed directly on stands to identify exhibitors offering relevant products. Starting in mid-
July, it will be possible to find out about these exhibitors online on the Automechanika 
Frankfurt website under the ‘Special Interest – Remanufacturing’ label in the exhibitor 
search. Before this feature goes online, the APRA association and Automechanika Frankfurt 
will assess the exhibiting companies according to a specific set of criteria. Visitors will also 
be able to find out about the latest developments in the industry in specialist presentations 
being given on ‘Automechanika Remanufacturing Day’, which is making its debut as part of 
the Automechanika Academy. Experts and industry insiders can look forward to captivating 
discussions with participants followed by excellent networking opportunities. 
 

7. Diesel of the Year 2020  
FPT Industrial 2.8 L engine won the Diesel of the year 2020. The Diesel of the year 2020 
and FPT Industrial will ‘meet’ for the first time at ConExpo, Las Vegas, during a ceremony 
addressed to the North American market. The second ceremony, for the benefit of the 
European market, is scheduled two weeks later in the same place where FPT Industrial was 
awarded for the very first time. It was the year 2008, at SaMoTer in Verona, and the F32 
inaugurated the era of compact engines, acting as a springboard for FPT Industrial in the 
free market. The company won the Diesel of the year for the second time in 2014, thanks to 
the Cursor 16. Some technical insights of the new engine. The F28 follows the road of 
compact engines already taken by the 3.4 and 3.6 L engines. Designed in compliance with 
the Stage V and Tier 4 Final standards, the F28 engine features a double after-treatment 
formula. The DOC is coupled with the DPF for the European market, while a ‘DOC-only’ 
system is fully compliant with the EPA standard. Thanks to its 375 Nm maximum torque, the 
engine reaches the highest rate provided by the competitors. The specific torque is 133.5 
Nm. Among the most relevant features are the integrated EGRs and a low-height axle 

http://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Fwww.automechanika-frankfurt.com%2F/1/01000170411c484a-71af950d-104b-424d-98a2-5273fa297a93-000000/b62Oop3HS_K11XuGmyigWY4B4Pw=149
http://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Fwww.automechanika-frankfurt.com%2F/1/01000170411c484a-71af950d-104b-424d-98a2-5273fa297a93-000000/b62Oop3HS_K11XuGmyigWY4B4Pw=149
https://dieseloftheyear.com/


solution, so to make the engine more compact and simplify its installation on the vehicles. 
The latter, either on the fields or, sometimes, in construction sites, have to cope with quite a 
short steering radius. Besides, its ease of maintenance, with the possibility to intervene on 
only one side of the engine as well as with oil replacement intervals of 600 hours, makes it 
possible to reduce operational costs. 
Diesel International 25.2.2020 

 
8. Synthetic natural gas as shipping fuel  

The first dual-fuel retrofit project now set to be first vessel globally to use synthetic natural 
gas (SNG) derived from renewable energy. MAN Energy Solutions and Wessels Marine are 
cooperating on the Wes Amelie project to demonstrate that SNG can successfully be used 
as shipping fuel. More into details, 20 of the 120 tons of LNG that the Wes Amelie typically 
uses per round trip will be replaced by climate-neutral SNG. As a result, CO2 emissions are 
expected to decline by 56 tons for this trip. The Wes Amelie, owned and managed by 
Wessels Reederei (Haren/Ems), previously made headlines in 2017 when its MAN 8L48/60B 
main engine was retrofitted to its current, four-stroke MAN 51/60DF unit that enables dual-
fuel operation. It was the first such conversion of its type the world had ever seen. Synthetic 
natural gas generated by wind energy. Automobile manufacturer Audi’s Power-to-Gas facility 
in Werlte, where a liquefaction plant is currently under construction, will provide the SNG, 
which will be generated by wind energy and is thus 100% climate-neutral. The SNG trip will 
take place after the completion of the liquefaction plant in Q2 2020. The project conducted 
by MAN Energy Solutions is part indeed of what the company calls a ‘Maritime Energy 
Transition’ to find clean, decarbonised solutions for seaborne trade and transportation. 
Essentially, it is the company’s call to action to reduce emissions and establish natural gases 
as the fuels of choice in global shipping. It strongly promotes a global ‘turn to gas’, driven by 
the IMO, and a common approach by the shipping industry and politics to invest in 
infrastructure development and retrofits. 
Diesel International 21.1.2020 
 

9. How much do the new diesel engines pollute? 
Two different studies on the pollution levels of new diesel engines reveal quite disputable 
results. The issue is quite a hot one in the news currently, given the traffic restrictions 
imposed in some large cities. Research commissioned by the environmental organisation 

Transport & Environment 
(T&E) has revealed new 
doubts about the particulate 
emissions of new diesel 
engines. Even newer 
vehicles would exceed the 
emission levels due to filter 
regeneration systems. 
Transport & Environment 
tested the two best-selling 
Euro 6 vehicles in Europe, 
the Nissan Qashqai and the 
Opel Astra, and found an 
increase of 11 to 184 
percent in unregulated, 
smaller ultra-fine particulate 
matter (see besides). 
 

 



These are particles, as the press release states, which «are not measured in official tests 
but are thought to be the most harmful to human health – as they penetrate deep into the 
body – and have been linked with brain cancer. Filter cleaning, to prevent the diesel 
particulate filter from clogging, can occur in all driving conditions, including in urban 
areas. In the tests, the number of particles continued to be higher during urban driving for 
30 minutes after the cleaning had ended. Both models tested respected the legal limits 
for NOx. These tests show that new diesels are still not clean. In fact, they are spewing 
out highly dangerous levels of particles in our towns and highways every day. On the 
other hand, the Italian financial newspaper, Il Sole24Ore, cited in a recent article a 
research promoted by several consumer associations, including the Italian Altroconsumo, 
aimed at testing the pollutant and CO2emissions of some of the cars currently on sale. 
What emerged, according to the article, is that «in short, the situation between diesel and 
petrol has been almost reversed. Today a good diesel engine pollutes less than an 
equivalent petrol engine» 
Diesel International 21.1.2020 

 
10. AERA Technical Bulletins 

- Timing Mark Installation Measurement On 2000-2005 Subaru 2.5L SOHC Engines 
(http://www.engineprofessional.com/TB/TB020320-1.pdf) 

- Cylinder Block Assembly Procedure on 2019-2020 Subaru 2.4L Engines 
(http://www.engineprofessional.com/TB/TB020320-1.pdf) 

- Evolving designs improve valvetrain stability 
(http://www.engineprofessional.com/articles/EPQ318_68-76.pdf) 

- Crankshaft and Block Identification on 2003-2008 Honda 2.4L, K24A4 Engines 
(http://www.engineprofessional.com/TB/TB012220-1.pdf) 

- Oil Pressure Relief Valve Deflector Shield on 2007-2011 GM LS Engines 
(http://www.engineprofessional.com/TB/TB012220-2.pdf) 

- Consistency in Bearing Wall Thickness 
(http://www.engineprofessional.com/articles/EPQ315_64-72.pdf) 

 

 

 
Annex 1:  Forthcoming Events 

 

A lot of events and exhibitions were cancelled or postponed caused by Corona Virus  
 

Middle East Electricity  
3-5 March 2020, Dubai, VAE 
 

Busworld Turkey 2020 
5-7 March 2020, Istanbul Expo Center, Istanbul, Turkey 
 

Automechanika H-Chi-Minh-City 
5-7 March 2020, Saigon, Vietnam 
 

ConExpo-Con/Agg, IFPE 
10-14 March 2020, Las Vegas, U. S. A. 
 

APRA European Symposium 
24-27 March 2020, Prague, Czech Republic 
New date 3-5 December 2020 



 
Trucking Show 
26-28 March 2020, Louisville, KY, U. S. A. 
Cancelled 
 

Automechanika Istanbul 
2-5 April 2020, Istanbul, Turkey 
New date 25-28 June 2020 
 

Reman Day 
9 April 2020, Global 
 

Automechanika Astana 
15-17 April 2020, Kome 
New date 2-4 July 2020, new location EXPO IEC, Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan 
 

Automechanika Dubai 
7-9 June 2020, Dubai, VAE 
 

INA/PAACE Automechanika 
 22-24 July 2020, Mexico City, Mexico 

 

Busworld India 2020 
27-29 August 2020, Bangalore International Exhibition Centre, Bangalore, India 
 

SMM 
8-11 September 2020, Hamburg, Germany 
 

Automechanika Frankfurt 
08-12September 2020, Frankfurt, Germany 
 

FIRM´s General Assembly 
11.09.2020, Frankfurt, Germany 
 

INNOTRANS 
22-25 September 2020, Berlin Germany 
 

IAA Commercial Vehicle 
24-30 September 2020, Hannover, Germany 
 

Big R Show 
10-13 October 2020, Nashville, TN, U. S. A. 
 

Diesel Progress Summit 
20 October 2020, Loews Chicago O´Hare hotel, Rosemount, U. S. A. 
 

Busworld Russia 2020 
26-28 October 2020, Crocus Expo International Exhibition Centre, Moscow, Russia 
 

SIMA 
8-12 November 2020, Paris, France 
 

EIMA 2020 
11-15 November 2020, Bologna, Italy 
 

EUROTIER, Energy Decentral 
17-20 November 2020, Hannover, Germany 



Annex 2:  Reman White Paper “Better Than New” 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 


